
Opportunity 

Our Goal

Human well-being in the coastal tropics is clearly tied to the 
fate of mangrove ecosystems and coastal wetlands. With a 
strong body of evidence pointing to important climate change 
mitigation potential, coastal protection advantages, and 
fisheries provisions from developed intact forest, there are 
strong arguments globally, nationally and locally for conserving 
and restoring mangroves.  

With 67% of mangroves lost or degraded to date, and an 
additional 1% being lost each year, mangroves are at a 
risk of being destroyed altogether. Coastal development 
and aquaculture have been prioritized over the health and 
existence of mangrove ecosystems for decades, and this issue 
continues to persist today. 

Conservation International (CI), the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), The Nature Conservancy (TNC), 
Wetlands International (WI), and World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 
have established the Global Mangrove Alliance, an ambitious 
initiative that seeks to increase global mangrove cover by 
20% by 2030. Together with our partners the Alliance seeks to 
strengthen political support for, and investment in mangroves 
and support conservation action on the ground.

The Critical Role of Mangroves
The Alliance will endeavor to implement its Global Mangrove 
Strategy to achieve global priorities and actions. It will 
provide a foundation on which all members will leverage 
funding, strengthen scientific research, strengthen coastal 
management, education, climate mitigation and adaptation 
related policies, and accelerate conservation and restoration 
of mangroves. We now have an opportunity to achieve scale 
above and beyond the capacity of any individual organization. 

By 2030, expand the 
global area of mangrove 
habitat by 20% over 
current levels

The Global Mangrove Alliance
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Our Focal Areas – how we will 
achieve our objectives

Our Objectives
Increasing mangrove cover by 20% will require changing 
the way decision makers, industry leaders, managers, and 
community members value mangroves. To do this the Alliance 
will focus on increasing the evidence base for mangroves as 
an ecosystem-based management tool to enhance climate 
adaptation and mitigation, biodiversity conservation, and 
human well-being as well as inform policy and management 
decisions at local to national scales. Therefore, the Alliance’s 
objectives are as follows: 

Improving Policy: Work with governments to develop 
integrated management plans that consider the 
multijurisdictional nature of mangrove conservation 
and restoration.

Development of Knowledge and Tools: Develop the 
knowledge and tools required to integrate mangroves 
and their ecosystem services into national level mitigation, 
adaptation, disaster risk reduction and land-use strategies.

Proof of Concept: Develop real-world examples of 
integrating mangroves into national-level management plans, 
and local scale demonstrations of improved human wellbeing 
due to mangrove conservation 
and restoration.

Knowledge Sharing and Capacity Building: Build awareness 
among policymakers, financing institutions, NGOs and others 
of the multiple benefits and cost effectiveness of conserving 
and restoring mangroves for climate change adaptation, 
mitigation and human well-being.

Financing: Develop novel and diverse valuation and 
financing mechanisms that help take mangrove ecosystem 
conservation and restoration to scale.
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Climate Adaptation – Increase 
resilience to impacts of climate and 
ocean change through USD $10 billion 
in new investments. 

Climate Mitigation – Eliminate all 
mangrove-associated anthropogenic 
GHG emissions.

Sustain Biodiversity – Ensure the 
long-term sustainability of mangrove 
associated biodiversity globally.

Enhance Food Security and Human 
Well-being – Improve the well-being 
of an additional 10 million people 
dependent on coastal ecosystems. 

Join Us
Ready to take action? No matter your niche, there’s 
a role for everyone. We want you to be part of the 
growing roster of organizations, foundations, and 
agencies committed to increasing mangrove habitat 
20% by 2030. If you can fund projects, influence 
governments, change business practices, or simply 
help sound the alarm, we want you to be part of the 
Global Mangrove Alliance. Join now!
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LEARN MORE AT MANGROVEALLIANCE.ORG

@MANGROVEALLIES


