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THE ALLIANCE 

The Global Mangrove Alliance is a commitment from the 

international community to reverse the loss of critically 

important mangrove habitats worldwide. Its founding members, 

Conservation International, The Nature Conservancy and World 

Wildlife Fund, will build upon the diverse skills and networks 

each organization brings to amplify existing efforts and drive 

increased attention to the critical role of mangroves in coastal 

systems.  With an eye to catalyzing new investments, the 

Alliance aims to improve land use management and on-the-

ground conservation, restoration and sustainable use of 

mangroves. The Alliance will work locally, regionally and 

globally to secure commitments from governments and the 

private sector to halt and reverse mangrove loss.  

The target of the Alliance is to increase the global area of 

mangrove habitat 20% over current extent by the year 2030. 

This target underpins and helps deliver an ambitious set of 

objectives, including by 2030:  

 Climate Adaptation: Increase coastal communities’ 

resilience to impacts of climate and ocean change through 

$10 billion of total investments. These investments will 

improve the effectiveness of mangrove ecosystem-based 

adaptation measures and ecosystem-based approaches to 

disaster risk reduction being implemented globally. 

 Climate Mitigation: Eliminate all mangrove-associated 

anthropogenic GHG emissions through the comprehensive 

protection, sustainable use and restoration of mangroves. 

 Sustain Biodiversity: Ensure the long-term continuity of 

mangrove associated biodiversity by halting human-

induced mangrove habitat loss and helping local 

stakeholders to sustainably manage mangrove resources. 

 Food Security and Human Well-being: Improve the well-

being of an additional 10 million people dependent on 

coastal ecosystems, including the most vulnerable 

communities, through restoration and conservation of 

mangroves.  

WHY MANGROVES? 

Mangrove forests are some of the world’s most valuable coastal 

ecosystems. They serve as a transition between marine and 

terrestrial environments and provide critical protection from the 

impacts of climate change, often for some of the world’s most 

vulnerable people, by attenuating wave energy and storm 

surges, adapting to rising sea levels, and stabilizing shorelines 

from erosion. Mangrove forests are also an incredible source of 

carbon sequestration and storage, giving them an important role 

in climate mitigation. In addition, these ecosystems are essential 

to maintaining fisheries, improving water quality, and 

conserving unique biodiversity and cultural identity.  

Despite the many benefits that these ecosystems provide, they 

are being destroyed at an alarming rate, largely due to human-

led deforestation and clearing. In the past half century, 50% of 

global mangroves have been lost. Restoring and conserving 

these vital ecosystems is key to sustaining both coastal 

communities and biodiversity. And because investing in 

mangroves has such wide-ranging benefits, their protection is a 

key pathway to meeting the ambitious outcomes laid out in the 

UN Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris climate 

agreement.  

 

WHY AN ALLIANCE? 

The Global Mangrove Alliance will leverage the expertise, 

funding, knowledge, resources and dedication of participating 

organizations in the shared purpose of accelerating the 

conservation and restoration of mangroves at a scale above and 

beyond the capacity of any individual organization. Alliance 

partners bring an extensive portfolio of mangrove work to the 

table, creating a strong baseline from which to scale up 

mangrove conservation and restoration efforts.  

The three initial organizing partners are actively conserving and 

restoring mangroves in more than 27 countries globally and will 

seek to expand the Alliance’s reach around the world.  The 

Alliance will increase awareness of the role of mangroves, 
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increase global investments in coastal resilience and integrated 

coastal management, and help build the technical capacity 

necessary to successfully implement sound mangrove 

management and restoration.  

The Global Mangrove Alliance is a unique platform to bring 

together technical experts, civil society organizations, 

governments, local communities, businesses, funding agencies 

and foundations to accelerate a comprehensive, coordinated, 

global approach to mangrove conservation and restoration at a 

scale that matters.  

 

OUR COLLECTIVE WORK 

The Alliance will use its collective strengths and partnerships to 

address the barriers to large-scale mangrove conservation and 

restoration through: 

 Financing: Develop novel and diverse valuation and 

financing mechanisms that help take mangrove ecosystem 

conservation and restoration to scale; 

 Improving Policy: Work with governments to develop 

integrated management plans that address the multi-

jurisdictional nature of mangrove conservation and 

restoration;  

 Building Capacity: Increase technical capacity to integrate 

mangroves and their ecosystem services into national level 

mitigation, adaptation, disaster risk reduction and land-use 

strategies;  

 Proof of Concept: Develop real-world examples of 

integrating mangroves into national-level carbon 

accounting frameworks and the UNFCCC framework; 

 Knowledge Sharing: Build awareness among 

policymakers, financing institutions, NGOs and others of 

the multiple benefits and cost effectiveness of conserving 

and restoring mangroves for climate change adaptation, 

mitigation and human well-being.  

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

The Alliance is currently engaging with mangrove stakeholders 

worldwide, and is actively seeking feedback on the 

development of a strategy positioned for maximum impact.  

In your view, what are the most pressing problems and issues 

facing mangrove conservation today? What can this Alliance 

help you to accomplish?  

Share your thoughts and learn more about the Global Mangrove 

Alliance. Visit www.mangrovealliance.org or email 

globalmangrovealliance@gmail.com. 
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